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way. But, like the elements, they readily yield to the
touch of true science, which directs them into harmless,
nay, useful channels, and makes them instruments for
good. In fact; human desires, seeking their satisfaction
through appropriate activity, constitute the only good
from, the standpoint of sociology.1

Few, of course, will be satisfied with these gener-
alities, and many will doubtless ask for some concrete
illustrations of scientific legislation. Even those who
accept the general conclusions that thus logically low
from the facts of genetic and telic progress will still
find themselves at a loss to conceive what definite

r

steps can be taken to accelerate the latter, or how
the central ganglion of society can inaugurate a sys-
tem of social machinery that will produce the required
results. This is quite natural, and the only answer
that can be made is that, owing to the undeveloped
state of the social intellect, very few examples of
true ingenuity on the part of legislators exist. Soci-
ety, as I have shown, if comparable to an organism
at all, must take rank among creatures of a very low
order. The brain of society has scarcely reached the
stage of development at which in the animal world
the germs of an intellectual faculty are perceptible.
Only when spurred on by the most intense egoistic
impulses have nations exhibited any marked indica-
tions of the telic power. This has developed in pro-
portion to the extent to which the national will has
coincided with the will of some influential individual.

1 Psychic Factors, pp. 118-116.